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with the clear paths of Vedic scripture and
the Agama, and generally approved by those
who are truly learned. (3:7:2).

3. He is the Guru, he the honoured father,
he the mother, he the husband (and) son, who
imparts that devotion to Hari which cuts
away the very root of 'karma1 (1 : 10 : 12)
He is the father who gives wisdom, that
wisdom which leads to devotion to Krishna,
and the supremely pure (form of) devotion is
that which brings (the mood of) loving service
to Krishna. (1:1: 18) It is the worship of
Sri Krishna, most blessed of blessed things,
which cures the disease of having to experi-
ence the results of action,2 (totally) eliminat-
ing it (1 : 10 : 13)

4. Now devotion is the way instantly to
win Achyuta's3 gracious glance ; it is only

1 The soul is held bound by the results of its own past actions in
this and earlier births, which it must reap in joy and sorrow until
all are worn out and experienced to the * uttermost farthing \ But
Vaishnavas teach that once the soul, even by a single act,
surrenders totally to God, all its personal responsibilities cease and
God undertakes the whole responsibility for that soul (cf. Gita
9 : 22). Hereafter the events of life are no longer (regarded as) the
effects of one's own past actions but (as) the loving guidance of an
all-wise Teacher and Friend. In this way the very root of
karma is destroyed; the soul goes free by becoming the ser-
vant of God, whose ' service is perfect freedom '.

2 karm.opahho^ay'o^&na.m-aus'adham*

3 lit: un-falling, imperishable ; a name of Vishnu, that is,
Krishna.